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Who is Jessica Helfand?
Jessica Helfand is an American Graphic Designer
who works with William Drenttel at Winterhouse,
a design consultancy in New York. She has been
the senior critic in Graphic Design at Yale University since 1997, and also holds the Chair for the
Design Subcommittee of the U.S. Citizens Stamp
Advisory Committee. She lectures both in the
United States as well as abroad, and still submits
articles to Design Observer, a blog for which she
is one of the founding members. In 2010, she
received the Henry Wolf Residency in Graphic
Design at the American Academy in Rome.
A Bit About Her Background.
She received her B.A in Graphic Design and Architectural Theory, as well as her M.F.A. in Graphic Design, from Yale University. Among other
works, she has had several books published,
such as Screen: Essays on Graphic Design,
New Media, and Visual Culture, Reinventing the
Wheel: Information Design and the Tyranny of
Alignment, and Scrapbooks: An American History. She has also written articles for the Los
Angeles Times Book Review, Aperture, and
The New Republic.
The Manifesto
One of the most telling pieces that Jessica Helfand has written is her Me, the Undersigned, A
Manifesto. In this essay, which she tries to set
apart from other stylistic manifesti much as the
Cubist, Dada, or Modernist attempts at the same,
she rejects the current model for web and design
and instead asks designers to think more deeply
about their work. These are beliefs that she also
holds with Drenttel at Winterhouse, where they

are anti-formula, working to be innovative and
thoughtful instead of using the “standard” rules
and regulations to turn out similar work. In addition, she was one of the thirty-three signers
of the First Things First 200 manifesto, which
states that design is not neutral or value-free,
and that designers should not just be advertising
machines, but instead work on the important environmental, social and cultural works that need
their expertise.
Jessica Helfand’s Work
Most of Jessica Helfand’s work strives toward
her goals; in other words, she is not all talk. The
projects she and Winterhouse choose to work on
seem frequently to be based in important issues
instead of mere advertising, such as sustainability
or literacy campaigns, uniting local farmers with
local community, and social change. They are not
afraid to dip their toes in political issues, though
Helfand also indulges in somewhat quirky personal work, collages and painting.
The Asterisk Project
Among the other works outlined at Winterhouse’s
website is The Asterisk Project, which is a concept for the National Design Awards based
around the basic shape of an asterisk. These
works explore the different forms and functions
that a simple burst shape can take on. It is interesting to view the variations that have been created from this one basic idea.
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A spread from Dwell Magazine about one of Winterhouse’s architectural endeavors.

A poster by Helfand and Drenttel for a challenge by A Better World by Design

A clock created by Jessica Helfand and Winterhouse for an AIGA project.

A self portrait in gouache created by Helfand while in Rome.

Helfand and Winterhouse’s redesign suggestion for the Tony award.

A piece by Helfand and Winterhouse for a silent auction about numbers to benefit the TDC Scholarship fund

